
Finding some receptive seekers 
through Social Networking
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O My servants! My holy, My divinely ordained Revelation may be likened unto an ocean in 
whose depths are concealed innumerable pearls of great price, of surpassing luster. It is 
the duty of every seeker to bestir himself and strive to attain the shores of this ocean, so 
that he may, in proportion to the eagerness of his search and the efforts he hath exerted, 
partake of such benefits as have been pre-ordained in God's irrevocable and hidden 
Tablets.

Baha'i World Faith, p. 66

…and strive to attain the shores of this ocean. 



Having an "outward-looking orientation" also suggests that it is important for Bahá'ís to 
understand more deeply the forces operating on the world stage and the solutions offered 
by the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh. Our task is to convey to seekers that we are all living in the 
same world, facing common trials, and striving to fulfill similar, long-held aspirations for the 
human race. Our expressions of solidarity with our fellow human beings must be sincerely 
voiced and genuinely felt.

ITC, 2003 Apr 23, Building Momentum, p. 19
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To convey to seekers the forces operating on the world stage 
and the solutions offered by the Revelation of Baha’u’llah
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“The expansion phase,” the House of Justice added, “often a period of two weeks, demands 
the highest level of intensity. Its objective is to widen the circle of those interested in the Faith, 
to find receptive souls and to teach them.”

Learning and the Evolution of the Bahá’í Community  Paul Lample
Plenary talk given at the 32nd annual conference of the Association for Bahá’í Studies pg. 7– North America

29 August to 1 September 2008

Widen the circle of those interested in the Faith
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.com

Zabine Van Ness

Organizer of Cafe Baha'i –
The Earth is just One Country

List  your fireside or activity here for 

members on this list to find you. 
There is a minimal charge for this.

Join Meetup.com
•List your devotionals

•List your firesides
•Pick topics of interests 
and list them on your 

calendar of events
•Holy Day invitations
•Promote  your home 

gathering
•Offer virtues classes

•Junior Youth activities

.com

•Join FREE several 
groups and meet people 
in YOUR neighborhood. 
Choose some groups 
whose activities include 
conversations on 
spirituality.

Some additional ideas on finding like minded friends



Find a Meetup.com   Group near your area

Enter into box:
Topic of Interest : _____    Country: _____          Zipcode:____

Meetups by the numbers :

Meetup Groups: 67,350 
Members: 5,989,458 
Meetups taken place: 4,665,111 

Largest Meetup cities
1.
New York, NY
229,371 Meetup Members 
2.
London, United Kingdom
101,899 Meetup Members 
3.
Chicago, IL
90,918 Meetup Members 
4.
San Diego, CA
75,010 Meetup Members 
5.
Washington, DC
66,987 Meetup Members 
6.
Los Angeles, CA
63,421 Meetup Members 
7.
Houston, TX
61,242 Meetup Members 
8.
Atlanta, GA
60,998 Meetup Members 
9.
San Francisco, CA
60,351 Meetup Members 
10.
Seattle, WA 58,965 Meetup Members

Most popular 
topics
1.
Business Strategy 
and Networking
4,128 Meetup
Groups
2.
Entrepreneur
3,474 Meetup
Groups
3.
Women's Social
3,164 Meetup
Groups
4.
Small Business
3,130 Meetup
Groups5.
Moms
3,044 Meetup
Groups
6.
Stay At Home 
Moms

2,987 Meetup
Groups
7.

Spirituality
2,882 
Meetup
Groups
8.
Fitness
2,466 Meetup
GroupsSpirituality Groups:  2882

Members 215,034
 Interested 29,702 
Cities 879 
Countries 26

Café Bahai site address:

http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-
Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-
Country/

http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=10001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=EC1A+4DD&op=search&country=gb
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=60601&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=92101&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=20001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=90001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=77001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=30301&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=94101&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=98101&op=search&country=us
http://businessnetwork.meetup.com/
http://businessnetwork.meetup.com/
http://entrepreneur.meetup.com/
http://women.meetup.com/
http://smallbiz.meetup.com/
http://moms.meetup.com/
http://sahm.meetup.com/
http://sahm.meetup.com/
http://spirituality.meetup.com/
http://fitness.meetup.com/


What's happening?

Find out what's going 

on in all the Meetup

Groups you're a 

member of with an 

activity feed.

Your interests

See recommended 

Meetup Groups you 

might want to join 

and change your 

topics of interest.

Your Meetup calendar

The calendar lets you see, 

browse, and export all of 

your past and present 

Meetups. Navigate by 

month, day, and RSVP type.

This is your home page that shows you:
What is happening around you
Your interests that you sign up for
Your many activities that you either attend or list
The groups that you signed up for

Groups you belong  to



Make sure you work your Meetup calendar of events or activities



Ask your visitors to invite their other Meetup friends
to come and check you out 



Dear Friends;

"I've had the immense pleasure of meeting some of you at our last formal meeting, where I 

was exposed for the first time ever to the glorious philosophy of the Bahai Faith...." 
•Reply

•

Cafe Baha'i - The Earth is just One Country - Sep 3 

Bettina in Bothell RSVPed Yes for a Meetup

Cafe Baha'i - The Earth is just One Country September Meetup

Sep 26, 2009 at 7:00 PM

"Of course I'm coming -- nothing can keep me away!" 
•

Cafe Baha'i - The Earth is just One Country - Aug 27 

For someone whose passion is the editing arts, I'm fumbling uncharacteristically for the right words to 
describe my first experience of this Baha'i Meetup. I immersed myself safely into an atmosphere of 
supreme tolerance toward human diversity (mine included), which emanated from a small group of 
engaging, sensitive, spiritual people at peace with themselves and with the world. Although I did my share 
of talking and questioning, I also learned that I have a lot to learn -- about me! These folks presented me 
with the most awesome and forgiving mirror I could ever find. They live in moment-by-moment co-
creation with the Almighty, and are spiritually pulled toward thinking the good, speaking the good, and 
doing the good. 
By Jove, I think they've got it!
And tonight, I keep smiling at the surprising pleasure of communing so profoundly, and so light-ly, with my 
new sister souls. They have already brought the blessing of new self-discovery into my life. And now, I can 
look at some of my passions and ask, "whom do they serve -- and how do they contribute?"
Help reaching Zabine?

"Hello, All -- I'm afraid that I lost Zabine's phone number and need to call her re: this website. It's important. Could anyone of her friends here please call her and 

ask that she call me? She already has my number. I'd sure appreciate the help!" 
•Reply

•

Cafe Baha'i - The Earth is just One Country - Aug 23 

Bettina in Bothell started a new discussion 

Here you see how you can read some feedback from our meetings

http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/messages/boards/thread/7593174/i/fd_new_discussion_tl
http://www.meetup.com/r/site/www/0/fd_new_discussion_r/http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/messages/boards/view/addpost?forum=911001&quote=yes&parent=30212850&forum=911001&quote=yes&parent=30212850
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_rsvp_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_rsvp_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_rsvp_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_rsvp_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/10052678/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/calendar/11176073/i/fd_new_rsvp_tl
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/calendar/11176073/i/fd_new_rsvp_tl
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/calendar/11176073/i/fd_new_rsvp_tl
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/calendar/11176073/i/fd_new_rsvp_tl
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/calendar/11176073/i/fd_new_rsvp_tl
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/messages/boards/thread/7544331/i/fd_new_discussion_tl
http://www.meetup.com/r/site/www/0/fd_new_discussion_r/http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/messages/boards/view/addpost?forum=911001&quote=yes&parent=30037405&forum=911001&quote=yes&parent=30037405
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/i/fd_new_discussion_grp
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/member/6613562/i/fd_new_rsvp_ph/
http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-Country/members/10052678/i/fd_new_discussion_ph


Unity Night Devotions
Indeed, O Brother, if we ponder each created thing, we shall 

witness a myriad perfect wisdoms and learn a myriad new and 
wondrous truths.
Type: Music/Arts - Listening Party
Where: Simmons residence in Wallingford
When: Friday, September 4 from 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm

Your 
RSVP:

Not Attending (edit)

List your ‘events on Facebook’

The nice thing is that you have an RSVP option which gives you an idea who might be 
coming. You can find new friends and invite past friends. Invite your Bahai’s and ask 
them to bring their friends or forward your invitation to their friends. Great potential 
as it has a reminder the day of the event. 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=127260398223&index=1
http://www.facebook.com/search/?o=4&sfxp=1&c1=5
http://www.facebook.com/search/?o=4&sfxp=1&c1=5&c2=38
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=127260398223&index=1


Alone and looking for a Faith that suits you?

http://www.beliefnet.com/Entertainment/Q
uizzes/BeliefOMatic.aspx

This is a well know religious site with NO affiliation….above under ‘Belief o 
Matic’ many people fill out a  series of questions and in the end they make a 
suggestion of a possible religion they might want to check out. We have 
recently received seekers calling us as they were told that they  might be a 
Baha’i.



Only one God--a corporeal spirit (has a body), supreme, 
personal God Almighty, the Creator.

Only one God--an incorporeal (no body) spirit, supreme, 
personal God Almighty, the Creator.

Multiple personal gods (or goddesses) regarded as facets of 
one God, and/or as separate gods.

The supreme force is the impersonal Ultimate Reality (or life 
force, ultimate truth, cosmic order, absolute bliss, universal soul), 
which resides within and/or beyond all.

The supreme existence is both the eternal, impersonal, 
formless Ultimate Reality, and personal God (or gods).

No God or supreme force. Or not sure. Or not important.

None of the above.

Q1. What is the number and nature of the deity (God, gods, higher power)? Choose one.

What priority do you place on this selection? 

Q2. Are there human incarnation(s) of God (or of gods/goddesses)? Choose one.

Above is a sample of some of the several questions that will lead to a suggestion of 
Faith they might want to consider inquire into.  Several seekers have called us lately 
from this site. See what you think.



JerichoBahai
RT @oraea O God... Give me to drink 
from the generous cup of Thy grace & 
forgiveness, stir me with the sweet 
scents of Thy love." #Bahai

Name Jerry Collier
Location Texas
Web http://Bahaitext....
29 Following 31 Followers 
102Tweets
Favorites
Following
RSS feed of JerichoBahai's tweets

Millions and millions of people tweet and read your 140 characters  each day 
or as often as you tweet.
You can either send out some quotes as Jerry did above
Or you can send out an event you are having and keep reminding the friends it 
is coming up
Or share your website where you promote the Faith in may different ways.
Soon you will get followers and they read your thought for the day or 
invitation each time you tweet. Do not think for a moment that this is about 
telling people you are sitting on your couch…it is most effective and reaches 
many people.

http://twitter.com/oraea
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23Bahai
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23Bahai
http://bahaitext.info/
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/following
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/followers
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/favorites
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss


Craigslist to promote your activities

I personally have had no success using Craigslist 
to attract seekers

Let us know if some of your Core Activity 
promotions attracted some seekers. 

Did not want to leave it out as it comes up once 
in a while each time with no results worth 
mentioning..

discussion forums

religion
rofo
science
shop
spirit

services

Event
Lessons
therapeutic
travel/vac
write/ed/tr8

http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/?forumID=59
http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/?forumID=28
http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/?forumID=96
http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/?forumID=91
http://seattle.craigslist.org/forums/?forumID=93
http://seattle.craigslist.org/bbb/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/lss/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/evs/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/thp/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/lss/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/thp/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/trv/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/trv/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/wet/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/wet/
http://seattle.craigslist.org/wet/
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Always be ready

Brochures

Core Activity invitations

Home visit appointment 
calendar

Contact business cards 
how to reach you

Pretty Home Visit

invitation cards

A specially designed FREE 
prayer and musical 

fireside CD

As  follow up gift to say 
thank you 

Inspirational slide shows

Anna’s Presentation

Heart to Heart

YouTube videos

Articles on the Faith 

Seeker newsletters

Some campaign materials to be considered
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O My servants! The one true God is My witness! This most 
great, this fathomless and surging Ocean is near, astonishingly 
near, unto you. Behold it is closer to you than your life-vein! 
Swift as the twinkling of an eye ye can, if ye but wish it, reach 
and partake of this imperishable favor, this God-given grace, 
this incorruptible gift, this most potent and unspeakably 
glorious bounty.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah, p. 326

this incorruptible gift


