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Why did I find the Bah8062? Faith?

Be thankful to God for having enabled you to recognize His
Cause. Whoever/has received this blessing must, prior to his
acceptance, have performed some deed which, though he himself
was unaware of its character, was ordained by God as a means
whereby he has been guided to find and embrace the Truth. As to
those who have remained deprived of such a blessing, their acts
alone have hindered them from recognizing the truth of this
Revelation. We cherish the hope that you, who have attained é)
this light, will exert your utmost to banish the darkness of
superstition and unbelief from the midst of the people. May your
deeds proclaim your faith and enable you to lead the erring into
the paths of eternal salvation. The memory of this night will never
be forgotten. May it never be effaced by the passage of time, and
may its mention linger for ever on the lips of men.

Bahg8o6udl | §\hbil-iAw o tandwdbil dNwrrative,
translated and edited [8hoghiEffendi, The DawrBreakers p. 586
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| supplicate that you may become as new beings, illumined with the Divine Light, like unto shining
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hearts and minds that sadness may find no room to enter and may you with joyful hearts soar like
birds into the Divine Radiance.

May your hearts become clear and pure like unto polished mirrors in which may be reflected the full
glory of the Sun of Truth.

May your eyes be opened to see the signs of the Kingdom of God, and may your ears be unstopped
so that you may hear with a perfect understanding the Heavenly Proclamation sounding in your
midst.

May your souls receive help and comfort, and, being so strengthened, may they be enabled to live in
EEEOUEEOEI whpPUT wlOT T wlOI EET DOT UwoOi w! ET az0z004a1 6
| pray for each and all that you may be as flames of love in the world, and that the brightness of your
light and the warmth of your affection may reach the heart of every sad and sorrowing child of God.

May you be as shining stars, bright and luminous for ever in the Kingdom.

OEaAawbOwEI | EWEOEwWUUUUT wel EOOI w! ET az3Ubd w
0 A b dBal@/Paris Talks p. 95

BB, F)ag6 1996-2009, HearttoHeartPublications.com, LLC



Who are the Centr al Fi gures and.what are the

The B8b and Bah86ub
- 6AbBah®|
‘Shogtiffendi

Elected Institutions

Appointed Institutions

Universal House of Justice “International Teaching Center

National Spiritual Assemblies Continental Boards O.f Counselors
T I Auxiliary Board Members
2ACETT A AEU s " Regional Training Institutes

Local Spiritual Assemblies Area Teaching Committees

This divinely revealed World Order has two types of institutions which encircle the world like twin

arms. On the left side of the globe are the elected institutions. On the right side are the appointed

institutions, which guide and encourage elected initutions and draw us all to the guidance of God's
POUESGSwW3T T wadODYI UUEOw' OU CbniindritaltBodids bf B &iihseldis< averpiddlyansU |
to serve specific regions of the world. The Counselors appoint  Auxiliary Board members, who encourage
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individual believers who are like a solid foundation upon which are built the elected institutions of the

Faith. Individual believers elect Local Spiritual Assemblies which later elect Regional Councils. The
individuals in each area also come together to elect delegates, who in turn elect the National Spiritual
Assembly. National Assemblies elect the Universal House of Justice, the supreme administrative body of
the world.

National Spiritual Assembly of th® a h ®fithke &).S., dated 2000: "Spiritual Institutions: The Unique Natuiabf'ilnstitutions"
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What are some of the responsibilities of
Local Spiritual Assemblies?

OHOME ’

DIRECTORS

Local Spiritual Assemblies, which are embryonic Local Houses of Justice,
should develop as rallying centers of the community. They must concern
themselves not only with teaching the Faith, with the development of the
| E| &ay®flife and with the proper organization ofthe | E T actiities
of their communities, but also with those crucial events which profoundly
affect the life of all human beings: birth , marriage, and death.

The Universal House of Justiddessages 1963 to 1986. 488
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This is that "Divine table" of which mention is made in the prophecies: "On that day they

shall gather together at the Divine table", and "people shall come from the East and the
West and arrive in His Kingdom".

O0AbdBa@AIT abl et s -Baha, MblAllbpd4a2) 1940 ed

Make ye an effort in every meeting that the Lord's Supper may become realized and the
heavenly food descend. This heavenly food is knowledge, understanding, faith, assurance, .
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I ET &z Wes@ixated (the) days as the "Ayyam -i-Ha" (Intercalary Days)
and ordained that they should POOI EPEUI Oawx Ul ElABZ Ul | wOOOUT woOl ws
which is the month of fasting. He enjoined upon His followers to devote
these days to feasting, rejoicing, and charity. Immediately upon the
termination of these intercalary days, ! E 1 & z (brdé@r@dtheunonth of

fasting to begin.

The National Spiritual Assembly of tiBahd'isof the U.S., dated998:
iDevel oping Distinctlive Bah862 Com
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The word Ridvan means Paradise. For twelve days, April 21st through May
2nd,! ET Aaceleptate the period in 1863 when ! E| & z Uesi@e0 inh w

garden in Baghdad, which was later called the "Garden of Ridvan." During
this period ! ET & z (pro®abréed His Mission as God's Messenger for this
age.

The National Spiritual Assembly of tlgahd'isof the U.S., dated998:

AfDevel oping Distinctlive Bah862 Com
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Naw -RUz means, literally, New Day. The ! E | &ewaYear, like the ancient Persian New
Year, occurs on the spring equinox, which generally falls on the 21st of March. If the
equinox falls after sunset on the 21st, then Naw-RU0z is celebrated on the 22nd, since the

| E | @ay hegins at sunset. For the present, however, the celebration of Naw-RUz is fixed
on 21 March. Inthe | E | &atendar, Naw-RUz falls on the day of Baha of the month of
Baha.

The Festival of Naw -Ruz marks the end of the month of fasting and is a joyous time of
celebration. Itisa ! E T &lglyaDay on which work is to be suspended

Quoted from a Hawaii a
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Wh'y "do Bahi
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believers, once they attain the age of fifteen and until they reach seventy. Children of all
countries, nationalities and classes, who are fifteen years old are under this obligation. It matters

-
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universal, irrespective of any variance in the age of maturity in different countries and among
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general obligation of fasting, among them are included those who do hard work, such as workers
in heavy industries. But while a universal obligation, the observance of the nineteen day fast has
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On behalf ofShoghiEffendi, March 9, 19371 ights of Guidancep. 233
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donat e 0 Fai t h wi
member of community?:;
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the Faith for any purpose. Ifanon-! ET 4z awbOUPUUUwWOOwW
contribution it may be accepted with the express understanding that it will
be used only for charitable or philanthropic purposes, but such
contributions should be discouraged, not encouraged.

On behalf of The Universal House of Justice, March 19, 1@¥ghts of Guidancep. 121
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Think not that We have revealed unto you a mere code of laws.
Nay, rather, We have unsealed the choice Wine with the fingers of
might and power. To this beareth witness that which the Pen of
Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon this, O men of insight!

B a h 8§ 6 uThd Bodk bf Certitudep. 21
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A Pray and read the Holy Writings every day

A EUOI UYI wOi il w!' ET Az a20%EU0wi UOOw,
A Teach the Cause of God

A" OO0UPEUDT wOOwWOI T w! ET azawnUOE
A.EUIT UYI w! ETazaw OOaw#EaUwWEOE wEl
A consider work as worship

A Avoid alcoholic drinks and non -medicinal use of drugs

A.EUI UYI w ET azawOEUUDPET | wOEDBU

A Respect and obey the government and avoid partisan politics

A Avoid backbiting and gossip
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Interpretation and Legislation

The legislation enacted by the Universal House of Justice is different from

POUI UxUI UEUPOOSwWw UUI OUPUEUDYI wbBaddlandiheUl UE U
Guardian, is a divinely guided statement of what the Word of God means. The divinely
inspired legislation of the Universal House of Justice does not attempt to say what the
revealed Word means|

it states what must be done in cases where the revealed Text or its authoritative
interpretation is not explicit. It is, therefore, on quite a different level from the Sacred

Text, and the Universal House of justice is empowered to abrogate or amend its own
legislation whenever it judges the conditions make this desirable.

The Universal House of Justice, 3 January 14
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. Individual interpretation

o = e I SR .

There is also an important distinction made in

the Faith between authoritative ‘
POUI UxUI UEUDPOOCOGEOQEwWUI | wbOU
| every believer is fully entitled to voice. ‘
Believers are free, indeed are encouraged, to

study the Writings for themselves and to

express their understanding of them. Such

personal interpretations can be most

illuminating, butall ! ET € ipauding the one
expressing the view, however learned he may

be, should realize that it is only a personal

| view and can never be upheld as a standard for

others to accept, nor should disputes ever be
permitted to arise over differences in such
opinions.

The Universal House of Justice, 3 January 1982
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Wh a t are some conventions at whi ch Bah

96™M Bah&80? Nati onal Convention

© Bahd'i International Community

Unit Conventions:

In October individuals gather in each electoral unit to elect delegates
to the National Convention the following spring.

National Conventions:

Each spring the delegates from all electoral units around the world
#'1 gather at National Conventions to elect their respective National
Spiritual Assembly.

International Conventions:

Once every five years all members of National Spiritual Assemblies
travel to Haifa, Israel to elect the Universal House of Justice.
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What far dér yme Fof 't he |

Junior Youth Activities

Study Circles

Study
A Meditate
A Reflect

"I POEUI Oz U0w"

A Character and Morality
A Spirituality and Prayers

Devotionals
o L=}
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A Worship
A Prayers and Music
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What'do wuel? In a'study circle?;
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A distinguishing feature of study circles is that in many countries, and across b P
diverse cultures, they have created a new dynamic within the community and have
become nuclei of community life and catalysts for teaching, service, and 9
community development. In addition to study of the institute courses, the g

A oAy s T i N ~ TR ) N SR Y . Py ~
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activities that bind the group together in fellowship and attract others to this mode
of learning.

International Teaching Center, 2000 Feb, "Training Institutes and Systematic Growt
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~ We love to teachall children and offer
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Lots of fun teaching our Juniorouth right
around our neighborhoods too
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Some. I K Iholdariodic Firesides to talk about
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The challenge, then, lay not so
much in swelling the ranks of the
Cause with new adherents, at least
from populations of proven
receptivity, but in incorporating
them into the life of the community
and raising up from among them
adequate numbers dedicated to its
further expansion.

Universal House of Justice Ridvan 2007

* Time for Conslidation |

When you have a few friends who have enrolled in the Faith, you
will continue to nurture each one of them as part of your own
personal teaching plan , spending time with them until they become
ardent supporters of the Faith and active in promoting the Cause.

Ruhi Institute, Teaching the @Quse p. 145

b2 GKIFIG @2dzNJ aSS1TSNI KFa 0S02YS
plan as part of your own personal teaching campaign. Make sure that yo
immediately have a Book 1 ready to engage him in and help him
understand why this is vital . There will be one in his neighborhood or
community. Or a devotional till you can find one.

1S GAYS (2 . 3BD2¥KNFEI2ING .aikbARSs Q& K |
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community life.
Avou are consolidating by introducing the verities of the Faith. The time
O2YS (02 lFaarad &2dz2NJ FNASYRaQ (-2
workers. Set a casual home visit and ask him to help with answering his
friends questions. What a wonderful way for him to learn a variety of ne
aLJSO0ia 2F GKS . FKIFIQA CIFAGK®
AHe will soon discover that all of his friends have very different question
®d 1 S| NI makes itle&sy thldngve around between those 19 track
that touch on a variety of issues and topics.

AThe easy part will be that he can listen to his own seeker reading the
guotes.
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C The Eternal Covenant of God
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C The Nineteen Day Feast
C Contributing to the Fund
= (;Teachlng the Cause
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concern with participation is not at a level of method and techniqu&hat we seek is for the

student to take charge of his or her own learninghis can occur even when the teaching
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tutor, the students will be the active agents of learnindou are to ensure that they assume
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Started | Offered Junior Home
Devo Childrens Youth Visits
tions classes activities

Personal calendar of engaging in Institute Core Activities

Seekers accompanied

Personal lessonkearned

Click here
for list of

questions

Services rendered
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We are all standlng by ready to serve




Do Home .
Visitsand %
Deepening .
INENES

A ittty

Teaching the Cause s
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Make personal s o
Teaching a H.
Plan and .

participate in a
campaign :
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Serve as a

Tutor in a

Study
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