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Attracting New Seekers
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Finding some receptive seekers

• Suggested  Tracks

• Prayer

• Life Issues

• Who is Baha’u’llah (Central Figures)

• Meditation and Pearls of Wisdom

• Life after Death

• Health and Healing

Finding some receptive seekers

Invitation 
to a Core 
Activity  

Fireside or 
Home Visit

Devotionals

Friends, 
Family, 

Neighbors or 
Co-workers

Firesides in the 
neighborhood

Parents of 
children or 

Junior Youth

Holy Days or 
Socials

Door to Door 
Teaching

Survey the 
neighborhood 
or with friends

Seeker 
Response 

List

Study Circles

Social

Networking



Knowing YOUR neighborhood or county  religious denominations

http://www.thearda.com/rrh/

ÇYou can sort and search any information on religion in your country, 
neighborhood or around the world. 

ÇVery useful if you want to reach out into a broader strata of society 
and engage in social action around you. 

ÇAlso gives you information on how people connect to current social 
issues along with their religious beliefs.

ÇMany surveys that reflect religious beliefs right around you.

http://www.thearda.com/rrh/


http://zipskinny.com/

Enter your zip code and you will be able to look at the socio economic 
Background in the area that you embark on making your expansion plans or 
personal teaching plans. Remember, the UHJ shares that CULTURE matters.
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build a 
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about
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http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=charts
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=charts
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http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=compare
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http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=compare
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=schools
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=schools
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http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=map
http://zipwidget.net/widget_tab.php?zip=98133&pagetype=widget
http://zipwidget.net/widget_tab.php?zip=98133&pagetype=widget
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http://zipwidget.net/widget_tab.php?zip=98133&pagetype=widget
http://zipwidget.net/widget_tab.php?zip=98133&pagetype=widget
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=about
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=about
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=about
http://zipskinny.com/index.php?zip=98133&pagetype=about
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Some Expansion Campaign Teaching Method Options

/ƻǊŜ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ LƴǾƛǘŜǎΧ5ƛǊŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΧΦΦIƻƳŜ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ

1. Door to door
a. Invitation to Core Activities

b. Direct teaching presentations

2. Neighborhood survey on ñReligions in America and Your neighborhood
a. Need to make sure you return results

b. When you do return results use opportunity to make a presentation and bring a little gift. (Prayer 

CD with brief fireside)

3. Phone Caring campaign
a. See developed script  to offer prayers, core activities  or  home visits by using a Reverse Phone  

Directory to reach homes in your personal neighborhood

b. Bring a gift of Prayer CD with brief fireside if you are able to make a home visit appointment.

4. Social Networking campaign
a. See slide show on  presentations and  growth of seekers

5. Invite your personal friends, neighbors, family or co-workers 
a. Invite them to your core activities

b. Find  opportunities to make a presentation
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doing a neighborhood or friends 
survey.

• Suggested  Tracks

• Prayer

• Life Issues

• Who is Baha’u’llah (Central Figures)

• Meditation and Pearls of Wisdom

• Life after Death

• Health and Healing

Finding some receptive seekers by doing a neighborhood or friends survey.

Friends and Neighbors Survey of ñSpirituality in our daily livesò

This project is sponsored by the Bahaiôsof __________________ . It is completely voluntary and ideas or 

interests are suggested to see if religion has a place in your life at the present time.

This is in follow up on a National Survey done recently on ñReligion in America.ò We are wondering how close 

our neighborhood is aligned with those current ideals.

If requested we will be happy to share with you the results shortly. All we ask is your email address and first 

name only if interested.

•Do you believe in God? Y  N   Maybe  

•Do you believe that God sends Divine Messenger/s? Y    N     Maybe

•Do you have a book of Divine Inspiration that gives you 

comfort and guidance? Y N Maybe

•Do you believe in ñLife after Death?òY N Maybe

•Do you go regularly to a Church? Y N Maybe

•Do you believe that Science and Religion must agree or else

you have superstition? Y N Maybe

•Do you believe that World Peace is possible? Y N Maybe

•Would you support a ñOne World Global Community?òY N Maybe

•Do you believe that God chose only one religion

as His Chosen People and all others are condemned? Y N Maybe

•Do you believe that Heaven and Hell are real places? Y N Maybe

•Is religion necessary for a happy and balanced life? Y N Maybe

First Name:_______________________   Email:___________________ Contact #:____________

Survey Taker:____________________  City/Community:_________________  Email:__________

Date:______________
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We have at the present  time a script to reach out into our neighborhood by 
phone. We will be using a reverse directory to talk to friends or neighbors that 
live near by. We might offer a prayer if this is a time of need. Or extend an 
invitation for a home visit to talk about aspects of spirituality. Offer a children’s 
class or invite them to a home devotional. We have prepared a special gift of a CD 
that includes some prayers, a musical fireside and some songs. This is a free give 
away to show our appreciation.

Phone Caring Outreach
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L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƘŀΩƛ 
Faith. Please send me some information or calendar of 
events in my neighborhood.

Event Date:  _______________
Event Location:_________________________________
Our  contact email address is: _____________________

Name Email Phone # I would like a
Home Visit

Comments

Seagate  in Akka  
Painted by Steve Paschal, Hawaii

Fair or Event Contact List



Efforts to participate in the discourses of society constitute a third area of 
action in which the friends are engaged. Such participation can occur at all 
levels of society, from the local to the international, through various types of 
interactions—from informal discussions on Internet forums and attendance at 
seminars, to the dissemination of statements and contact with government 
officials.

A third area of action…..

Letter from the Universal House of Justice
4th January 2009 addressed to:

The National Spiritual Assembly of the  Bahá’ís of Australia



Finding some receptive seekers 
through Social Networking



Find a Meetup.com   Group near your area

Enter into box:
Topic of Interest : _____    Country: _____          Zipcode:____

Meetups by the numbers :

Meetup Groups: 67,350 
Members: 5,989,458 
Meetups taken place: 4,665,111 

Largest Meetup cities
1.
New York, NY
229,371 Meetup Members 
2.
London, United Kingdom
101,899 Meetup Members 
3.
Chicago, IL
90,918 Meetup Members 
4.
San Diego, CA
75,010 Meetup Members 
5.
Washington, DC
66,987 Meetup Members 
6.
Los Angeles, CA
63,421 Meetup Members 
7.
Houston, TX
61,242 Meetup Members 
8.
Atlanta, GA
60,998 Meetup Members 
9.
San Francisco, CA
60,351 Meetup Members 
10.
Seattle, WA 58,965 Meetup Members

Most popular 
topics
1.
Business Strategy 
and Networking
4,128 Meetup
Groups
2.
Entrepreneur
3,474 Meetup
Groups
3.
Women's Social
3,164 Meetup
Groups
4.
Small Business
3,130 Meetup
Groups5.
Moms
3,044 Meetup
Groups
6.
Stay At Home 
Moms

2,987 Meetup
Groups
7.

Spirituality
2,882 
Meetup
Groups
8.
Fitness
2,466 Meetup
GroupsSpirituality Groups:  2882

ÇMembers 215,034
Ç Interested 29,702 
ÇCities 879 
ÇCountries 26

Café Bahai site address:

http://www.meetup.com/Cafe-
Baha-i-The-Earth-is-just-One-
Country/

http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=10001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=EC1A+4DD&op=search&country=gb
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=60601&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=92101&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=20001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=90001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=77001&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=30301&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=94101&op=search&country=us
http://www.meetup.com/find/?zip=98101&op=search&country=us
http://businessnetwork.meetup.com/
http://businessnetwork.meetup.com/
http://entrepreneur.meetup.com/
http://women.meetup.com/
http://smallbiz.meetup.com/
http://moms.meetup.com/
http://sahm.meetup.com/
http://sahm.meetup.com/
http://spirituality.meetup.com/
http://fitness.meetup.com/


What's happening?

Find out what's going 

on in all the Meetup

Groups you're a 

member of with an 

activity feed.

Your interests

See recommended 

Meetup Groups you 

might want to join 

and change your 

topics of interest.

Your Meetup calendar

The calendar lets you see, 

browse, and export all of 

your past and present 

Meetups. Navigate by 

month, day, and RSVP type.

This is your home page that shows you:
ÇWhat is happening around you
ÇYour interests that you sign up for
ÇYour many activities that you either attend or list
ÇThe groups that you signed up for

Groups you belong  to



Make sure you work your Meetup calendar of events or activities



Unity Night Devotions
Indeed, O Brother, if we ponder each created thing, we shall 

witness a myriad perfect wisdoms and learn a myriad new and 
wondrous truths.
Type: Music/Arts - Listening Party
Where: Simmons residence in Wallingford
When: Friday, September 4 from 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm

Your 
RSVP:

Not Attending (edit)

List your ‘events on Facebook’

The nice thing is that you have an RSVP option which gives you an idea who might be 
coming. You can find new friends and invite past friends. Invite your Bahai’s and ask 
them to bring their friends or forward your invitation to their friends. Great potential 
as it has a reminder the day of the event. 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=127260398223&index=1


Alone and looking for a Faith that suits you?

http://www.beliefnet.com/Entertainment/Q
uizzes/BeliefOMatic.aspx

This is a well know religious site with NO affiliation….above under ‘Belief o 
Matic’ many people fill out a  series of questions and in the end they make a 
suggestion of a possible religion they might want to check out. We have 
recently received seekers calling us as they were told that they  might be a 
Baha’i.



ÇOnly one God--a corporeal spirit (has a body), supreme, 
personal God Almighty, the Creator.

ÇOnly one God--an incorporeal (no body) spirit, supreme, 
personal God Almighty, the Creator.

ÇMultiple personal gods (or goddesses) regarded as facets of 
one God, and/or as separate gods.

ÇThe supreme force is the impersonal Ultimate Reality (or life 
force, ultimate truth, cosmic order, absolute bliss, universal soul), 
which resides within and/or beyond all.

ÇThe supreme existence is both the eternal, impersonal, 
formless Ultimate Reality, and personal God (or gods).

ÇNo God or supreme force. Or not sure. Or not important.

ÇNone of the above.

Q1. What is the number and nature of the deity (God, gods, higher power)? Choose one.

What priority do you place on this selection? 

Q2. Are there human incarnation(s) of God (or of gods/goddesses)? Choose one.

Above is a sample of some of the several questions that will lead to a suggestion of 
Faith they might want to consider inquire into.  Several seekers have called us lately 
from this site. See what you think.



JerichoBahai
RT @oraea O God... Give me to drink 
from the generous cup of Thy grace & 
forgiveness, stir me with the sweet 
scents of Thy love." #Bahai

Name Jerry Collier
Location Texas
Web http://Bahaitext....
29 Following 31 Followers 
102Tweets
Favorites
Following
RSS feed of JerichoBahai's tweets

ÇMillions and millions of people tweet and read your 140 characters  each day 
or as often as you tweet.
ÇYou can either send out some quotes as Jerry did above
ÇOr you can send out an event you are having and keep reminding the friends it 
is coming up
ÇOr share your website where you promote the Faith in may different ways.
ÇSoon you will get followers and they read your thought for the day or 
invitation each time you tweet. Do not think for a moment that this is about 
ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳŎƘΧƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ 
many people.

http://twitter.com/oraea
http://twitter.com/search?q=
http://twitter.com/search?q=
http://bahaitext.info/
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/following
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/followers
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai
http://twitter.com/JerichoBahai/favorites
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
http://twitter.com/statuses/user_timeline/47704955.rss
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Testing Receptivity



Six questions that may help 

determine some receptivity

üDo you believe in God?

üDo you believe that God sends messengers?

üDo you believe that Godôs messengers also 

brought a revelation to which you would turn 

in time of need?

üDo you believe in the existence of a soul?

üDo you believe in life after death?

üAre you interested in matters of spirituality?

21

ñéIt is impossible to lay down hard and fast rules about what 

makes a person receptive, we can identify some of the contributing 

factors. These often make people more receptive at certain points 

in their lives for a particular length of timeéò

Ruhi Institute, Book 6 ïTeaching the Cause,p . 86

** See possible 
responses

under 
“Your Presentation”



Some observations regarding 

evaluating receptivity

üIf you get a ñyesò to all or most of the questions you might 

have a receptive soul ready for a home visit.

üIf you get a ñnoò to all questions you might choose to invite 

them to a devotional or fireside for the time being and check 

back again in a while.

üYou will get a ñyesò on all questions from any fundamentalist 

believer, but that might still be not be a receptive soul.

üYou will also get a ñnoò from an agnostic or atheist on all 

questions but still might have a receptive seeker.

üLook for a ñmaybeò that leans towards a yes.
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Questions /concepts practice sheet

• I feel like God deserted me

I  am not sure about Gods messengers   
as I am filled with grief

• I try to read some scripture but am 
overwhelmed and cannot 
concentrate

• I feel like a lost soul right now

• Life after Death sounds like a good 
idea  right now

• Suggested  Tracks

• Prayer

• Life Issues

• Who is Baha’u’llah (Central Figures)

• Meditation and Pearls of Wisdom

• Life after Death

• Health and Healing

Question/concepts practice sheets         pg. 1

1. Receptivity  Indicators (these are just some and you may think of more.)  Ask your seekers if they” believe in” or “have”:    

Ç Believe in the Existence of God                                                                                    Comments:                                      
Ç Believe in a Messenger sent by God                       
Ç Believe that answers are given in Revelation sent from God
Ç Believe in Life After Death                                       
Ç Believe in the Existence of a Soul                                                      
Ç Have a Desire to explore their Spiritual Path

See if you can identity your seeker type

Ç2. Seeker Type(s):  check one or more below      Culture:                                     Age Bracket : (10/20)   (20/30)  (30/40)  (40/50)  (60 and over)      
F/M:                                  

Ç Agnostic  

Ç Atheist                                                                                                Comments and Thoughts:

Ç Social Activist         

Ç Mystical Seeker          

Ç New Age Enthusiast

Ç Broken Winged Bird             

Ç Disillusioned Christian               

Ç Confirmed Christian                 

Ç Friendship Seeker            

Ç Recently arrived immigrant or struggling with survival

Ç Believers of different Faiths

Core Issues that are of interest to your seeker: 23
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Building a Concept



“As you begin to think systematically about the way you will explain the 
Faith to others, you may find it useful to consider two aspects of the 
message you will convey. The first is information. The listener  will 
naturally want to know a number of facts about the Faith….What 
information  you will offer  to a person on a given occasion  will depend on 
the nature  of your conversation. …”

Ruhi Book 6  Teaching the Cause  section 3 page 88

This is where we listen to the needs of a seeker as it depends on the nature 
of your conversation.  See worksheet for this purpose and practice.
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Two aspect of the message to convey
…the first is information.



Station of
Baha’u’llah

Spark of Faith
Concept: an idea of something (The Station of 
.ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ) formed by mentally combining all its 
characteristics or particulars .

²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ

Not everyone learns or responds at the same rate but the 
path to Him is wide enough to accommodate one and all 
regardless of their pace. "The Cause of God has room for all" 
suggests that not only are divers peoples welcome but that 
individuals may be at different points in their understanding 
and acceptance of the Faith.

ITC, 2003 Apr 23, Building Momentum, p. 2026

What is a Concept?



Once you have made a distinction between information and concept, you will have no 
difficulty identifying a significant number of concepts, the understanding of which will help 
seekers recognize Baha’u’llah and join the ranks of His followers.

Ruhi Book 6   Teaching the Cause  section 4  page 89

…”your aim is to help open the gates of the city of the seeker’s heart to Baha’u’llah. 
Through your presentation, you will provide the listener  with certain information  and 
assist him in understanding several fundamental concepts.

Ruhi Book 6  Teaching the Cause section 5 page 90

Seekers
Journey

“I need to understand the 
overall concept behind 

my question to discover 
the Station of 
Baha’u’llah.”

“I just need 
some basic 

facts.”
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Information or Concepts?



“The statement “Baha’is believe that Baha’u’llah is the Manifestation of God for today (see new 
registration card) by itself is only an item of information, admittedly the most important item of 
information in the universe. Yet, is the mere pronouncement of this fact sufficient to help most 
people recognize the Station of Baha’u’llah?
Now consider something, which, though related to this fact, is not simple information, namely, 
the concept that “Baha’u’llah  is the Manifestation of God for today”. While a piece of 
information needs only to be given and received, absorbing a concept involves understanding. 
What does Baha’u’llah mean by “God” and by “Manifestation”, and what is the nature of His 
claim to be the Manifestation of God today?”

Ruhi Book 6  Teaching the Cause section 4  page 89

This  process of understanding a concept is what we call  in our Reflection Tables sequencing a 
statement or question (see worksheet).
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Absorbing a concept involves understanding


