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Fireside or Home Visit
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A visit to a home should be seen as one element of a 
coherent pattern of action that seeks to enable specific 
populations to contribute to the construction of the society 
ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ .ŀƘŀϥǳϥƭƭŀƘΧthat enable people of varied 
backgrounds to advance on equal footing and explore the 
application of teachings to their individual and collective 
lives.

Universal House of Justice 12-28-2008

Practicing your personal presentation
for a forthcoming home visit or fireside



Home Firesides (Your home)

One of the best ways to teach the 
Faith is through Firesides. Firesides 
are warm and intimate meetings held 
ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
interested in the Faith are invited. 
They provide excellent opportunities 
for the exchange of ideas and fruitful 
conversation which can lead people to 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘΦ

RuhiBook 6 Teaching the Cause  section 1 page 85

Home Visits (Their home)Home Visits (Their home)

üTo visit friends holding core activities  
to show support/offer help

üVisit friends who have completed  
institute courses to encourage them in 
undertaking service components

ü±ƛǎƛǘ άƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŜέ Bahá'ís to re-establish  
contact

ü±ƛǎƛǘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ .ŀƘŀΩƛǎ

üVisit seekers
wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

14 August 08
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Opportunities to share the priceless gems 
ƻŦ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΧŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΧ
You may have a meeting at your home in 
which you introduce some of your friends 
to the Teachings.

RuhiBook 2 Arising to Serve chapter 1 page 59

Fireside and Home Visits



Not everyone learns or responds at the same rate but the 
path to Him is wide enough to accommodate one and all 
regardless of their pace. "The Cause of God has room for 
all" suggests that not only are divers peoples welcome but 
that individuals may be at different points in their 
understanding and acceptance of the Faith.

ITC, 2003 Apr 23, Building Momentum, p. 20
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Not every one learns or responds at the same rate

Click here

For list of 

questions



First: 30 minutes socializing 
and getting to know each 

other. Time to listen to your 
seeker and identify their 

questions.

Second: 30 minutes 
direct teaching and 
ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜƪŜǊΩǎ 

questions from the 
.ŀƘŀΩƛ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΦ .Ŝ 
ready to invite the 

seekers to become a 
.ŀƘŀΩƛΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

few visits.

Third: Last 30 minutes 
relax again, reflect and 
evaluate how you  did 

and set next weeks 
appointment.  Identify 
next weeks questions.

Proposed break down of time for a 90 minute Home Visit/Fireside

Above are a suggestions only that seems to have worked pretty well. Give it some balance. Similar to our 
Feast formula. This way it allows enough time to engage in some bonding  and friendship making .  It is 
important not to burn out the seeker with too many quotes. In the end you want to know if it  was 
ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ Ψǎ  ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ !ƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΦ hǳǊ 
seekers are comfortable with that ryhthm.



Eleven seeker types

ÇAgnostic 

ÇAtheist

ÇSocial Activist

ÇMystical Seeker

ÇNew Age Enthusiast

ÇNew Immigrant /barely 

surviving 

ÇBroken Winged Bird

ÇDisillusioned Christian

ÇConfirmed Christian

ÇBelievers of  different Faiths

ÇFriendship Seeker

×We are sure there many more 

but this is just a beginning 

attempt.
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ñFamiliarizing oneself with an individual interested in the Faith, deciding how 

best to present the Message to him with kindness, nurturing him and aiding 

him to proclaim his acceptance of Bahaôuôllahéò

RuhiBook 2  ñArising to Serveò section 7 page 17            



Questions /concepts practice sheet

Å I feel like God deserted me

I  am not sure about Gods messengers   
as I am filled with grief

Å I try to read some scripture but am 
overwhelmed and cannot 
concentrate

Å I feel like a lost soul right now

Å Life after Death sounds like a good 
idea  right now

Å Suggested  Tracks

Å Prayer

Å Life Issues

Å ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ ό/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƛƎǳǊŜǎύ

Å Meditation and Pearls of Wisdom

Å Life after Death

Å Health and Healing

Question/concepts practice sheets         pg. 1

1. Receptivity  IndicatorsόǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜΦύ  !ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŜƪŜǊǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅέ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴέ ƻǊ άƘŀǾŜέΥ    

Ç Believe in the Existence of God                                                                                    Comments:                                      
Ç Believe in a Messenger sent by God                       
Ç Believe that answers are given in Revelation sent from God
Ç Believe in Life After Death                                       
Ç Believe in the Existence of a Soul                                                      
Ç Have a Desire to explore their Spiritual Path

See if you can identity your seeker type

Ç2. Seeker Type(s):  check one or more below      Culture:                                     Age Bracket : (10/20)   (20/30)  (30/40)  (40/50)  (60 and over)      
F/M:                                  

Ç Agnostic  

Ç Atheist                                                                                                Comments and Thoughts:

Ç Social Activist         

Ç Mystical Seeker          

Ç New Age Enthusiast

Ç Broken Winged Bird             

Ç Disillusioned Christian               

Ç Confirmed Christian                 

Ç Friendship Seeker            

Ç Recently arrived immigrant or struggling with survival

Ç Believers of different Faiths

Core Issues that are of interest to your seeker: 9



Å I feel like God deserted me

I  am not sure about Gods messengers   
as I am filled with grief

Å I try to read some scripture but am 
overwhelmed and cannot 
concentrate

Å I feel like a lost soul right now

Å Life after Death sounds like a good 
idea  right now

Å Suggested  Tracks

Å Prayer

Å Life Issues

Å ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ ό/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƛƎǳǊŜǎύ

Å Meditation and Pearls of Wisdom

Å Life after Death

Å Health and Healing

Page 2                                                Question/Concepts  Practice Sheet                     

Proposed Tracksalong with page/slide number(s):

Quote(s)  used:

Key Issues in Quote(s)

1.
2.
3.

Put 3 key issues into a new statement in easy to follow language:

Identify sequence questions that might come out of this quote and identify 3 new questions:

1.

2.

3.

Repeat and see if you can memorize the quote(s) with your teaching partner.

Tracks: (see A-Z index or list of questions)

Ç Baha'i Central Figures - BCF

Ç Baha'i Principles  - BP

Ç Progressive Revelation - PR

Ç Life Issues   - LI

Ç Life after Death   - LAD

Ç Prayer   - PR

Ç Journey of the Soul   - JS

Ç Meditation - MG

Ç Creativity and the Arts  - CA

Ç Family and Marriage   - FM

Ç Health and Healing   - HH

Ç Peace and Justice - PJ

Ç Science and Religion   - SR

Ç Existence of God   - EG

Ç Christ and Baha'u'llah  - CB

Ç Authenticity of the Bible    - AB

Ç Bible Topics  A-Z    - BT

Ç Becoming a Bahaôi  - BB
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10
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[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ 
from the Bible.



You each have your own bible. This topic is designed for teaching the 
{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ƻƴƭȅΦ  !ƭƭ .ŀƘŀΩƛ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ ά ǘǊŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅΦ
Your seeker  will have his list (prior slide) and can take his/her time to 
write down all of their questions. Allow your seeker to priorities the 
first 5 questions.

These are some conditions  we recommend:

Share that you are willing to answer all of the questions listed. The 
condition is that you are allowed to bring your answers using the 
various bible quotes to a conclusion. No interruptions. All further 
questions can be added to the list. Upon conclusion your seeker now 
has a chance to give a rebuttle  and you too will not interrupt . Add 
new key issues to your list of further comments.
Proceed until all questions have been answered in an orderly and 
systematic fashion with respect for process and conclusion of each 
argument.
bŜǾŜǊΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴέ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎέ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
result in chaos and everybody looses.
Have confidence that all topics will lead to a meaningful conclusion. 
¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ άǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŀōƭŜǎέ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 
feeling for sequencing  from the bookmarks noted on the left side of 
each page. Note that some topics have several pages (1/4) Graphics 
are there to assist you and make a more colorful impression of the 
topic at hand.

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ  5ŀǾƛŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ Ψǎ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ  ŀƭƭ aŀƴƪƛƴŘέ 
For further practice go to : 

http://www.fbindiana.org/tce/resurrection.pdf
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Rules of Engagement when studying and teaching 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά.ƛōƭŜ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎέ

http://www.fbindiana.org/tce/resurrection.pdf


Question/Topic:

This worksheet is provided to assist presenters in thinking through the organization of their presentations.

Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŜƪŜǊΧΦ 

(It is suggested that the organization include an 'Introduction', a 'Discussion' or 'Argument' with a pre-thought-out  

sequence of slides/pages, and a 'Conclusion'.) Use the boxes, below, to identify each of the slide/page numbers 

you are planning to include , in the appropriate sequence. Try to anticipate your Seeker's interest!

Introduction Sequence of slide #'s in ϥ5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΨto  develop concept(s) 'Conclusion' General Comments

Notes: Introduction': Key Issue(s):

'Discussion'/Sequence: Key Issues:

'Conclusion': Key issue
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Teacher Preparation Worksheet to develop a concept(s).



!ƴƴŀΩǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ     /ƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅΥ

ü God, our relationship with Him and 
Iƛǎ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ ŀǎ 
the  Promised One of all ages.

ü Unity as the Primary aim of 
.ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƻƴŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΧŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜΦ

ü {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ - His suffering 
ΧIƛǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ

ü Story of the Bab; His Station as the 
DŀǘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ hƴŜΧ

ü /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘΤ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
station of !ōŘǳΩƭ-Baha; the station of 
the Guardian; establishment of the 
Universal House of Justice.

ü Laws and commandments as a sign 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΤ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
spiritual and social laws. (such as 
obligatory prayer, prohibition against 
backbiting and intoxicants, and 
importance of education)

ü Religion building a World Order: 

ü Roles and benefits for the individual 
believer; roles and benefits for the 
community; roles of the institutions 
and benefits for society.

ά¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ .ŀƘŀΩƛέ 

May/June 2008 p. 36
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Ruhi curriculum to be a helpful model for direct teaching . As teachers gain in experience, they 
learn to adapt the presentation according to individual circumstances �«�´

NSA-USA 2-20-200814


