
Zabine MaryamVan Ness
Seattle 2009

Reflecting on  
consolidation and 

engaging in service

1



2

Content:

New believer  confirmation firesides

Time for Consolidation

7 Deepening themes recommended in ñArising to Serveò.

Deepenéat a pace proportionate to her interest and 

capacity.

On the subject of Unity

Solutions for some of our new believers  needs

Study together how to teach the Cause

Nurturing our new believers into new teachers.
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΧ 
Congregational activity versus community and spiritual 

vitality.

We are all standing by ready to serve

Four Core Activities

Personal calendar of engaging in  Institute Core Activities

Institute Course Services

My Path of Service

A Path of Service that leads to permanent peace

LSA Mission statement under current 5 Year Plan 



New believer  confirmation firesides

Organize  quarterly socials for
our new believers so that they 
can bond and can freely talk 
about  their needs and
transformation experiences

üOur new believers have a myriad of questions 
that are not covered in the Ruhi Study Books.
üGather them into on-going confirmation 
sessions, so that they all may empty their cups. 
They have to know there is a safe place to ask 
their questions. These answers should be given 
directly from the Writings.
üSome of these sessions can be given by a Book2 
graduate doing the deepening themes. See also 
ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƘŀΩƛ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 
in Heart to Heart.
üLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ά ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΦ {ŜŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ άwŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ ²ƛƭƭ 
learn  further skills in future Study Circles.

Just as exciting is the news that the majority of the new believers are 
benefiting from immediate follow-up visits, leading many to participate in 
institute courses and other core activities. 

NATIONAL SPIRIT UAL ASSEMBLY of t he BAHÁ'ÍS OF THE UNITED STATES
February 20, 2008 
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Time for Consolidation

When you have a few friends who have enrolled in the Faith, you 
will continue to nurture each one of them as part of your own 
personal teaching plan , spending time with them until they become 
ardent supporters of the Faith and active in promoting the Cause.

Ruhi Institute, Teaching the Cause, p. 145

Åbƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŜƪŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ .ŀƘŀΩƛ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
plan as part of your own personal teaching campaign. Make sure that you 
immediately have a Book 1 ready to engage him in and help him 
understand why this is vital . There will be one in his neighborhood or 
community. Or a devotional till you can find one.

You will be looking for them to become ardent supporters of 
the Faith  in the near future.

Å¢ŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ έ.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ .ŀƘŀΩƛέ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ  ŀƭƭ 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ .ŀƘŀΩƛ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ

ÅYou are consolidating by introducing the verities of the Faith. The time has 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƻǊ Ŏƻ-
workers. Set a casual  home visit and ask him to help with answering his 
friends questions. What a wonderful way for him to learn  a variety of new 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƘŀΩƛ CŀƛǘƘΦ

ÅHe will soon discover that all of his friends have very different questions 
ΦάIŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ IŜŀǊǘέmakes it easy to  move around  between those 19 tracks
that touch on a variety of issues and topics.

ÅThe easy part will be that he can listen to his own seeker reading the 
quotes.

The challenge, then, lay not so 

much in swelling the ranks of the 

Cause with new adherents, at least 

from populations of proven 

receptivity, but in incorporating 

them into the life of the community 

and raising up from among them 

adequate numbers dedicated to its 

further expansion.

Universal House of Justice Ridvan 2007
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т 5ŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ά!ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέΦ

ÇThe Eternal Covenant of God
Ç¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ
Ç[ƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƘŀΩƛ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
Ç.ŀƘŀΩƛ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ
ÇThe Nineteen Day Feast
ÇContributing to the Fund
ÇTeaching the Cause

Ruhi.ƻƻƪ  н  ά!ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ  ǇŀƎŜ м
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5ŜŜǇŜƴΧŀǘ ŀ ǇŀŎŜ 
proportionate to her interest 
and capacity.

ΧǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Σ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ .ŜŀǘǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ƘŜǊ 
knowledge of the Faith at a pace proportionate to her interest and capacity.

Ruhi.ƻƻƪ  н ά!ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ  ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ о ǇŀƎŜ ол

Click here

for list of

questions
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On the subject of Unity

Χȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧΦΦƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ŎƭƻǳŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘΧΦΦȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǳƴƛǘȅΧǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ȅƻǳ  ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΧΦL ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŀōǊǳǇǘƴŜǎǎΦΦyou thus enter into a very pleasant consultation  
on this all important theme..

wǳƘƛ .ƻƻƪ н ά!ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ п ǇŀƎŜ ор-36

Click here

for list of

questions



Solutions for some of our new believers  needs

Accompany them for 
the first year to most 
events and activities. 
Ask for help from the 
many tutors.

Help them to deepen 
their relationship with 
Bahaullah.  Network 
them into the 4 core 
activities, especially the 
Study Circles.

Introduce them to the 
many ways to meditate 
and read the Writings 
everyday.

Invite them to come with 
you  when you teach. Let 
them support you  and 
make them feel engaged. 
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Study together how to teach the Cause
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Nurturing our new believers into new teachers.

Family and Friends

Co-workers

Neighbors

Prayer 
team. Learning to 

observe and 
recognize 
receptivity.

Learning the many 
ways to teach. L Ŏŀƴ άŘƻ 

ǘƘƛǎέΦΦL ŀƳ 
with my 
buddy to 
help our 
seeker.

With the 
help of my 
buddy I can 
facilitate 
questions 
into 
answers 
and enroll 
them. 10
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ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ōŜƎƛƴ  ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳƘƛ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
concern with participation is not at a level of method and technique. What we seek is for the 
student to take charge of his or her own learning. This can occur even when the teaching 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅΧΦ ²Ŝ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
tutor, the students will be the active agents of learning. You are to ensure that they assume 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ

wǳƘƛ  .ƻƻƪ т  ά ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ tŀǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ǇƎ рн 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΧ 
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To mistakenly identify Bahá'ícommunity life with the mode of religious activity that characterizes the 
general society -- in which the believer is a member of a congregation, leadership comes from an 
individual or individuals presumed to be qualified for the purpose, and personal participation is fitted 
into a schedule dominated by concerns of a very different nature -- can only have the effect of 
marginalizing the Faith and robbing the community of the spiritual vitality available to it.

Universal House of Justice to an individual, Aug 22, 2002

Congregational activity versus community and spiritual vitality.
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We are all standing by ready to serve
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Study Circles Devotionals

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ
classes

Junior 
Youth

Four Core Activities
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