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éverily the faces of these are as the pupil of the eyes

This presentation is taken out of ñHeart to Heartò. All artists are given full credit on the CD.      Zabine Van Ness
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That Bah§ôuôll§h is the 

Manifestation of God 

for this day and age

We are each responsible for 

independently recognizing 

Godôs spiritual truths.

We cannot rely on the 

traditional  beliefs of our 

parents, teachers or clergy.  

Science and religion, and faith 

and reason are not in conflict. 

They are just different ways 

of investigating reality.

Women and men are equal.

We are created noble. 

Our free will is the key 

to developing our spiritual 

potential.  We develop through

service to God and humanity.

World Peace is inevitable. It must 

be founded on justice supported 

by an International Federation 

that is dedicated to promoting 

unity and protecting diversity.

Everyone is needed in the 

process of building a just and

peaceful world.

We are spiritual beings who are 

shaped through our choices in

the tests of this life.  After death, 

we continue to learn and progress 

as spiritual beings.

This world is just one family. 

Prejudices of race and gender 

are unacceptable.

God loves us all. Different 

Prophets have, and will always, 

come to mankind.  Essential

truth is one, but our perception

of it is relative. Social laws 

change according to mankind's

maturity.

You are already a Bah§ô² when you believeé
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What is the mission of Bah§ôuôll§h? 

The essence of Bahá'u'lláh's World Order is the unity of the human race. 

'O ye children of men', He writes, 'the fundamental purpose animating the Faith 

of God and His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the 

human race...' And He warns, 'The well -being of mankind, its peace and security, 

are unattainable unless and until its unity is firmly established.' The achievement 

of this unity is Bahá'u'lláh's declared mission and the aim of all Bahá'í activity.

A quote from the Foreword by the Universal House of Justice, Bahá'u'lláh, The Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, p. ix
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Who is Bah§ôuôll§h?

!ÈÏâɀąÚbelieve that !ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÚÚÌÕÎÌÙɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯ

day. 'ÐÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀąɯ%ÈÐÛÏȮɯwhose primary 

aim is the unity of mankind. 

!ÖÙÕɯÐÕɯƕƜƕƛȮɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

patrician families of Persia. The family could trace its lineage to 

the ruling dynasties of Persia's imperial past, and was endowed 

with wealth and vast estates. Turning His back on the position at 

ÊÖÜÙÛɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌÚɯÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯ'ÐÔȮɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ

known for His generosity and kindliness which made Him deeply 

loved among His countrymen.

Engulfed in the waves of violence unleashed upon the Bábis after 

the Báb's execution !ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÚÜÍÍÌÙÌËɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÚÚɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯ

His worldly endowments but was subjected to imprisonment, 

torture, and a series of banishments. The first was to Baghdad 

where, in 1863, He announced Himself as the One promised by 

the Bábȭɯ%ÙÖÔɯ!ÈÎÏËÈËȮɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÞÈÚɯÚÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ"ÖÕÚÛÈÕÛÐÕÖ×ÓÌȮɯÛÖɯ

Adrianople, and finally to Acre, in the Holy Land, where He 

arrived as a prisoner in 1868. He stayed a prisoner until his 

passing.

!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯ×ÈÚÚÌËɯÈÞÈàɯÐÕɯƕƜƝƖɯÈÛɯBahji , just north of Acre, and is 

buried there.His message has spread to every country on earth. 

'ÐÚɯ2ÏÙÐÕÌɯÐÚɯÛÖËÈàɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÊÈÓɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀąɯÞÖÙÓËȭ

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah§ô²sof the U.S., dated 2000:

"Spiritual Institutions: The Unique Nature of Bah§ô²Institutions"

3ÏÌɯ2ÏÙÐÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯ
Bahji, Palestine 
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The lights of love of God

ȱÝÌÙÐÓàɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÚɯthe pupil of the eyes, although the pupil is 

created black yet it is the source of light. I hope God will make these black ones 

the glory of the white ones and as the depositing of the lights of love of God. And 

I ask God to assist them in all circumstances, that they may by encompassed with 

the favors of their Loving Lord throughout centuries and ages.

óAbduôl-Bahá, Tablets of óAbduôl-Bahá, vol. II, p. 292
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The Bah§ô² Faith transcends all racial limitations and differences

(ÕɯÙÌÎÈÙËɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀąɯÈÛÛÐÛÜËÌɯÛÖÞÈÙËÚɯȻÛÏÌȼɯ"ÖÓÖÙÌËɯ1ÈÊÌȭɯ

It is only evident that the principle of the oneness of Mankind ɬwhich is the main 

×ÐÝÖÛɯÙÖÜÕËɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ3ÌÈÊÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÙÌÝÖÓÝÌÚɯɬprecludes the 

possibility of considering race as a bar to any intercourse, be it social or otherwise. 

The Faith, indeed, by its very nature and purpose transcends all racial limitations and 

differences, and proclaims the basic essential unity of the entire human race. Racial 

prejudice, of whatever nature and character, is therefore severely condemned, and as 

such should be wiped out by the friends in all their relations, whether private or 

social.

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, February 16, 1935:  Lights of Guidance, p. 526
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What can a white person do to help bring about racial harmony?

Let the white make a supreme effort 

in their resolve to contribute their 

share to the solution of this problem, 

to abandon once for all their usually 

inherent and at times subconscious 

sense of superiority, to correct their 

tendency towards revealing a 

patronizing attitude towards the 

members of the other race, to 

persuade them through their intimate, 

spontaneous and informal association 

with them of the genuineness of their 

friendship and the sincerity of their 

intentions, and to master their 

impatience of any lack of 

responsiveness on the part of a 

people who have received, for so long 

a period, such grievous and slow -

healing wounds.

ShoghiEffendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p.33
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What can a black person do to help bring about racial harmony?

ȱ+ÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÎÙÖÌÚȮɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÈɯÊÖÙÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÐÕÎɯÌÍÍÖÙÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÈÙÛȮɯ

show by every means in their power the warmth of their 

response, their readiness to forget the past, and their ability to 

wipe out every trace of suspicion that may still linger in their 

hearts and minds. Let neither think that the solution of so vast 

a problem is a matter that exclusively concerns the other.  

ShoghiEffendi, The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 39
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Does the Bah§ô²Faith encourage marriage between black and white in America?

Colors are phenomenal, but the realities of men are 

ÌÚÚÌÕÊÌȱȭIf it be possible, gather together these 

ÛÞÖɯÙÈÊÌÚȮɯÉÓÈÊÒɯÈÕËɯÞÏÐÛÌȱÈÕËput such love into 

their hearts that they shall not only unite but even 

intermarry. Be sure that the result of this will 

abolish differences and disputes between black and 

white. Moreover, by the Will of God, may it be so. 

This is a great service to humanity.

óAbduôl-Bahá, Bah§ô² World Faith - óAbduôl-BaháSection, p. 359

(A statement from Abdu'l-Baháduring His travels in the U.S. in 1912)
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The union of the white and the black is very important

I hope, that ye may cause that downtrodden race to become glorious, and to 

be joined with the white race, to serve the world of man with the utmost 

sincerity, faithfulness, love, and purity. This opposition, enmity, and 

prejudice among the white race and the colored cannot be effaced except 

through faith, assurance, and the teachings of the Blessed Beauty.  This 

question of the union of the white and the black is very important, for if it is 

not realized, erelong great difficulties will arise, and harmful results will 

follow.  If this matter remaineth ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÊÏÈÕÎÌȮȱenmity will be increased 

day by day, and the final result will be hardship and may end in bloodshed.

óAbduôl-Bahá, Quoted by ShoghiEffendi in The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 39
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Our first and inescapable obligation is to nurture, encourage, 

and safeguard every minority 

If any discrimination is at all to be 

tolerated it should be a discrimination 

not against but rather in favor of the 

minority, be it racial or otherwise. 

Unlike the nations and peoples of the 

earth be they of the East or of the West, 

democratic or authoritarian, communist 

or capitalist, whether belonging to the 

Old World or the new, who either 

ignore, trample upon or extirpate, the 

racial, religious or political minorities 

within the sphere of their jurisdiction, 

every organized community enlisted 

ÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÕÕÌÙɯÖÍɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯ

feel it to be its first and inescapable 

obligation to nurture, encourage, and 

safeguard every minority belonging to 

any Faith, race, class or nation within it.

ShoghiEffendi, 

The Advent of Divine Justice, pp.28-29
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What do the Bah§ô² teachings say about the role of skin color in the eyes of God?

God maketh no distinction between the white and the black. If the hearts are pure both are 

acceptable unto Him. God is no respecter of persons on account of either color or race. All 

colors are acceptable unto Him, be they white, black or yellow. Inasmuch as all were created 

in the image of God, we must bring ourselves to realize that all embody divine 

×ÖÚÚÐÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚȱȭɯGod did not make these divisions; these divisions have had their origin in 

man himself. Therefore, as they are against the plan and purpose of God, they are false and 

imaginary.

óAbduôl-Bahá, Quoted by ShoghiEffendi in The Advent of Divine Justice, p.31
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How can a Bah§ô² distinguish himself on the matter of race?

!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÛÌÓÓÚɯÜÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÙÌÑÜËÐÊÌɯÐÕɯÐÛÚɯÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÍÖÙÔÚɯËÌÚÛÙÖàÚɯÛÏÌɯÌËÐÍÐÊÌɯÖÍɯÏÜÔÈÕÐÛàȭɯ

We are adjured by the Divine Messenger to eliminate all forms of prejudices from our 

lives. Our outer lives must show forth our beliefs. The world must see that, regardless of 

each passing whim or current fashion of the generality of mankind ÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀąɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÏÐÚɯÓÐÍÌɯ

according to the tenets of his Faith. We must not allow the fear of rejection by our friends 

ÈÕËɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯÛÖɯËÌÛÌÙɯÜÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÜÙɯÎÖÈÓɯÛÖɯÓÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÏâɀąɯÓÐÍÌȭɯLet us strive to blot out from 

our lives every last trace of prejudice -racial, religious, political, economic, national, tribal, 

class, cultural, and that which is based on differences of education or age. We shall be 

distinguished from our non -!ÈÏâɀąɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚɯÐÍɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÈËÖÙÕÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÓÌȭ

The Universal House of Justice, Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1968-1973, p. 99
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What is the fundamental purpose of the Bah§ô² Faith?

If we allow prejudice of any kind to manifest itself in us, we shall be guilty before 

&ÖËɯÖÍɯÊÈÜÚÐÕÎɯÈɯÚÌÛÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÈÓɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÐÛÏɯÖÍɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏȭɯ

It is incumbent upon every believer to endeavor with a fierce determination to 

eliminate this defect from his thoughts and acts. The fundamental purpose of the 

%ÈÐÛÏɯÖÍɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÓÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÊɯÜÕÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÙÈÊÌȱȭ

The Universal House of Justice, July 13, 1972:  Messages 1963 to 1986, p. 222
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We must be patient with each other

He does not doubt -- though it grieves him to 

have to admit it -- that there are believers who 

have not overcome their racial prejudices. The 

!ÈÏâɀąÚare not perfect, but they have made a 

great step forward by embracing the Faith of 

God. We must be patient with each other, and 

realize that each one of us has some faults to 

overcome, of one kind or another.

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, 1949:  Lights of Guidance, p. 529
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A warning not to get involved in political agendas of race

While the friends should, of course, support the principles of the Faith, 

including those advocating the oneness of mankind, and may associate 

with groups and engage in activities which promote these principles, they 

must scrupulously take care not to become involved in political issues. As 

ÚÛÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÖɯàÖÜɯËÈÛÌËɯƕƚɯ ×ÙÐÓɯƕƝƜƙȮȱÈÕËɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯ

be construed as involvement in politics, and therefore should be avoided.

On behalf of the Universal House of Justice, August 18, 1985:  Lights of Guidance, p. 530
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Racism is a negation of faith

3ÖɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯÞÏÖɯÍÜÓÓàɯÎÙÈÚ×ɯÛÏÌɯ

essential implications of the principle of the oneness of 

mankind so much emphasized in His teachings, racial 

prejudice, in all its forms, is simply a negation of faith, a 

repudiation, of the belief in the brotherhood of man which is 

beyond doubt, the cornerstone of the Religion of God. Loyalty 

to this basic principle should, therefore, be whole -hearted and 

unqualified.

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, November 11, 1936:  Lights of Guidance, p. 531


