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What are some of our most challenging social issues today? 

6ÐÛÏɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȮȱÎÙÈÝÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯ×ÌÙÚÐÚÛȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÕÌÞɯÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÖÍɯ

consensus have been reached on global programs to promote health, 

sustainable development and human rights, the situation on the ground in 

many areas has deteriorated. The alarming spread of militant racialism and 

religious fanaticism,  the cancerous growth of materialism, the epidemic rise of 

crime and organized criminality, the widespread increase in mindless 

violence, the ever -deepening disparity between rich and poor, the continuing 

inequities faced by women, the intergenerational damage caused by the 

pervasive break-down of family life, the immoral excesses of unbridled 

capitalism and the growth of political corruption -- all speak to this point. At 

least a billion live in abject poverty and more than a third of the world's 

people are illiterate.  

Bah§ô² International Community, "Turning Point For All Nations", Oct. 1995 
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The abolition of the extremes of wealth and poverty 

!ÈÏâɀÜɀÓÓâÏɯset forth principles of guidance and teaching for 

economic readjustment. Regulations were revealed by Him 

which insure the welfare of the commonwealth. As the rich 

man enjoys his life surrounded by ease and luxuries, so the 

poor man must likewise have a home and be provided with 

sustenance and comforts commensurate with his needs. This 

readjustment of the social economic is of the greatest 

importance inasmuch as it insures the stability of the world 

of humanity; and until it is effected, happiness and 

prosperity are impossible . 

óAbduôl-Bahá, Bah§ô² World Faith, p. 240 

By the statement ɁÛÏÌɯeconomic solution is divine in ÕÈÛÜÙÌɂɯ

is meant that religion alone can, in the last resort, bring in 

man's nature such a fundamental change as to enable him to 

adjust the economic relationships of society. It is only in this 

way that man can control the economic forces that threaten 

to disrupt the foundations of his existence, and thus assert 

his mastery over the forces of nature . 

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, December 26, 1935: Lights of Guidance, p. 550 
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What do the Bahá'í Writings say about food and wages? 

ȱthe farmers plant near a village. They get products from their cultivation. They take 

one-tenth from the rich and the poor according to their income.  A general store may be 

built in that village for all the incomes and products to be brought therein. Then it will 

be considered who is rich and who is poor. The farmers whose incomes are sufficient 

only for their food and expenses must be free from paying taxes. All products and 

incomes gathered and collected must be put in the general store.  If there is a helpless 

one in that village his daily needs must be given to him. On the other hand a rich 

person who needs only fifty kilos of products and still have five hundred thousand 

kilos, after all his expenses are paid, should be taxed two -tenths and at the end of the 

year whatever remains in the store should be distributed for the general expenses.  

óAbduôl-Bahá, "Star of the West", Vol. 7, No. 9, Bah§ô² Scriptures, p. 342 
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What is a Bahá'í view on taxes and the elimination of extremes of wealth and poverty? 

But here is the real solution. The rich should be merciful to the poor, but with their 

free-will, not with force. Should it  be with force it would be useless. It should be 

according to law and not by violence, so that through a general law every one might 

ÒÕÖÞɯÏÐÚɯËÜÛàȱȭɯIf the poor person gives one -tenth of his income and the rich 

person one-tenth of his income, it will be unjust. Thus in this way a law should be 

made that the poor person who has only ten kilos and needs them all for his 

necessary food, be exempt from paying taxes. But if the rich person, who has ten 

thousand kilos, pays one -tenth or two -tenths taxes on his products, it will not be a 

hardship to him.  

óAbduôl-Bahá, "Star of the West", Vol. 7, No. 9, Bah§ô² Scriptures, p. 341 


