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{ŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΧ

"Search these commandments, for they 
are true and faithful, and the prophecies 
and promises which are in them shall all 
ÉÌɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓÌËȭɁ

-Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, 
Section 1:37 --dated November 1, 1831

Joseph Smith
December 23, 1805 ςJune 27, 1844



Beginning in 1820AD

The Mormon Church, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, has its origins in the 
visions of Joseph Smith... "a religious teacher sensitive to the spiritual currents flowing in the 
early 19th century." Beginning in 1820, Joseph Smith claimed to have experienced a series of 
heavenly visions in which he was informed that all existing churches were in error, that the 
true Gospel had been lost and that he was being given the task of preparing people to 
recognize the immanent coming of the "Son of Man"... the return of Christ. 



The Doctrine and Covenants

Joseph Smith's visions and prophecies are recorded in a book titled Ϧ¢ƘŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎέ.

This book contains prophecies which explicitly foretell the coming of two Messianic figures who 
were to appear in rapid succession--- one right after the other. The firstof these two Messianic 
figures is called the "one mighty and strong" and is considered to be a forerunner like John the 
Baptist. The secondof the two Messianic figures is called the "Son of Man". 
For the sake of brevity in this presentation I would like to focus on only two of Joseph Smith's 
prophecies from "The Doctrine and Covenants". The first is found in Section 85, the second is from 
Section 130. 
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Two Significant Promises
Section 85



First Prophecy: God will send one mighty and strong

"And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will send one mighty and strong, holding the 
scepter of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter words, 
eternal words; while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of God... 
While that man, who was called of God and appointed, that putteth forth his hand to steady the 
ark of God, shall fall by the shaft of death, like as a tree that is smitten by the vivid shaft of 
lightning."- D&C, section 85:7-8

Mighty

Strong



A Forerunner to appear in 1844

The second half of this prophecy infers that when Joseph Smith is shot, the "one mighty and strong" will 

appear. Once again, Joseph Smith was shot in 1844. The prophecies of Joseph Smith foretell the coming 
of an Elijah figure.... a forerunner like John the Baptist. In other words, this prophecy predicts that a 
forerunner will appear in the year 1844.
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Joseph Smith predicting his own death

The "man, who was called of God and appointed, that putteth forth his hand to steady the ark of 
God" was Joseph Smith. As prophesied in this passage, Joseph Smith actually did "fall by the shaft 
of death" "as a tree that is smitten by the vivid shaft of lightning..." 

Å Joseph Smith was shot and killed on June 27, 1844. 

Killing of Joseph Smith



{ŜŎƻƴŘ tǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΥ ! bŜǿ bŀƳŜΧ{ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ

"When the Savior shall appear we shall see him as he is. We shall see that he is a man like ourselves... And 
a white stone is given to each of those who come into the celestial kingdom, thereon is a new name 
written, which no man knoweth save he that receivethit . The new nameis the key word. I prophesy, in 
the name of the Lord God, that the commencement of the difficulties which will cause much bloodshed 
previous to the coming of the Son of Manwill be in South Carolina. It may probably arise through the 
slave question. This a voice declared to me, while I was praying earnestly on the subject, December 25th, 
1832. I was once praying very earnestly to know the time of the coming of the Son of Man when I heard a 
voice repeat the following: Joseph, my son, if thou livest until thou art eighty-five years old, thou shalt
see the face of the Son of Man; therefore let this suffice, and trouble me no more on this matter... The 
Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body 
of flesh and bones, but is a personage of SpiritΦΦΦά                                                                                     -D&C 130



¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ .ŀƘŀΩǳΩƭƭŀƘ

"I prophesy, in the name of the Lord God, that the commencement of the difficulties which will 

cause much bloodshed previous to the coming of the Son of Man will be in South Carolina. It may 
probably arise through the slave questionΦά

On December 25th, 1832, Joseph Smith first prophesied that the American civil war, which was 
fought over the "slave question", will begin in "South Carolina." 
The civil war began in South Carolina in the year 1860. The "slave question" was crystallized in 
1863 when President Abraham Lincoln signed the 'Emancipation Proclamation' freeing the slaves. 
Notice that Joseph Smith foretold these events over thirty years before they happened. And this is 
not even the most important part of this prophecy. Joseph Smith was just setting the stage for what 
could be one of the most significant events in human history. 
Joseph Smith predicted that the "coming of the Son of Man" would become a reality shortly after 
the beginning of the civil war.



The Savior will be "A MAN LIKE OURSELVES"

"When the Savior shall appear we shall see him as he is. We shall see that he is a man like 

ourselves..." 
The Savior... the Son of Man will have "a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's". This 
prophecy is self evident. The Son of Man will appear in exactly the same way that all of the other 
Prophets or "Manifestations of God" have appeared throughout history. He will not appear as 
some unidentifiable, intangible spirit. 



Red Robe Prophecy

Only three sections later Joseph Smith also prophesies: "And the Lord, even the Savior, shall stand in the midst of his people, and shall 
reign over all flesh... And it shall be said: Who is this that cometh down from God in heaven with dyed garments... And the Lord will be 
red in his apparel, and his garments like him that treadeth in the wine- vat. And so great shall be the glory of his presence that the sun 
shall hide his face in shame..." -D&C 133 

They see the lights of the Kingdom as they see the sun in the midst of the sky. Are they not indeed of the people of the Presence? 
Blessed is he who flings the world away and mounts the Red Ark through the Lord of the Names.Is he not of the people of Baha? Thus 
hath it been caused to descend from before the Revealer of the Bayan, whereunto bearethwitness he who judges rightly in the Cause 
of God, and who has been of the witnesses.

Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 67

"In that day the Holy One will be found abiding in a land called Karkh. He will walk beside the river, wearing the dervish 
turban, and wrapped in a red robe. He will be teaching His followers on the banks of the river. Would that I might be 
privileged to enter His Presence, and to shed my life-blood in His Path."

The red robe which Bahá'u'lláhwore when He was teaching His followers on the banks of the River Tigris was made of 
some pieces of Persian Tirmih. The wife and daughter of Bahá'u'lláhfashioned this 'abain readiness for His return from the 
mountain land of Sulaymaniyyih. Karkhis the name of the district of Baghdad in which the Holy One dwelt.

Lady Blomfield, The Chosen Highway, p. 241
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¢ƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ

"We shall see that he is a man like ourselves"... the "Son of Man" will have "a body of flesh and 

bones as tangible as man's..." The Son of Man will appear in exactly the same way that all of the 
other Prophets or "Manifestations of God" have appeared throughout history. He will not appear as 
some unidentifiable, intangible spirit... "the Savior, shall stand in the midst of his people". These 
passages even identify the color of his clothes when he appears: "the Lord will be red in his 
apparel". They even give us a clue as to what his "new name" might be: "so great shall be the glory 
of his presence..." 



¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΧǘƘŜ b9² b!a9 ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ

Those who choose to come "into the celestial kingdom" will be given a "white stone" 

"thereon is a new name written". Evidently, not everyone will choose to come into the 
"celestial kingdom." Either that, or perhaps what this passage is saying is that not everyone 
will recognize the coming of the Son of Man with a "new name" and thereby, because of 
their lack of understanding, will deprive themselves of the opportunity to enter the Son of 
Man's "celestial kingdom". Those who do enter the "celestial kingdom"... shall be given a 
"new name." 

Collins gate in Bahji,



A new Name 

"When the Savior shall appear we shall see him as he is. We shall see that he is a man like 

ourselves... And a white stone is given to each of those who come into the celestial kingdom, 
thereon is a new name written, which no man knoweth save he that receivethit .

Joseph Smith's "new name" prophecy is reminiscent of similar statements made in Isaiah and in the 
Book of Revelation. In the second chapter of the Book of Revelation, Jesus repeats the "white stone 
with a new name prophecy." Jesus promised: 

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saithunto the churches; To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receivethit." -Revelation 2:17 



I will write upon him my new name

Jesus again promises: 

"Him that overcomethwill I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out; and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name." -
Revelation 3:12 
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